
Chapter 18 

Section 4: Suffrage At 

Last 



Susan B. Anthony & Elizabeth Stanton 

1848- Seneca Falls Convention in 

NY 

1866- Founded the American 

Equal Rights Association & began 

publishing “The Revolution” 

Movement later split into 2 

groups 



National Women’s Suffrage 

Association fought for a constitutional 

amendment( national / federal) 

American Women Suffrage 

Association worked on the state level 

to win voting rights 

Anthony was convicted of civil 

disobedience & fine $100 for going to 

the polls- refused to pay & let go 

anyway 



Suffragist Strategies 

Two paths 

1st. Press for the national 

amendment 

Required 2/3 of each house to 

pass the measure, then it had 

to be ratified by ¾ of state 

legislatures 



Pursue individual states 

At first, was more successful 

First amendment was in 1686 & 
stalled; again in 1878, wasn’t 
debated until 1887 & defeated by 
the Senate: 16 for, 34 against, & 26 
absent 

Introduced every year until 1896, 
then disappeared & didn’t resurface 
until 1913 



Suffrage at the Turn of the Century 

Formed the National American 

Woman Suffrage Assn. (NAWSA)  

Women won many rights 

Married women could buy, sell, & 

will property 

Working women were becoming 

more active in unions, picketing, & 

getting arrested 



A New Generation 

A split in the movement 

Alice Paul’s Congressional Union 

(CU) called for an aggressive, 

militant campaign 

Leadership of NAWSA opposed her 

plan 

Feb. 1914- expelled the CU from 

the organization 



CU went on to demonstrate in front 

of the White House 

NAWSA continued at the state level 

Carrie Chapman Catt had the 

“winning plan” 

Develop a large group of full time 

leaders to work in the “red-hot” 

campaigns for six years 



By 1917 NAWSA had 2 million 

members & NY voted for it 

Impact of WWI 

Women volunteered for 

ambulance corps & medical work 



Victory for Suffrage 

1919 Congress formally proposed 

the amendment 

1920 Tennessee became the 36th 

state necessary to ratify 


